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Scripture reading: Proverbs 4:20-27

Heart in the Bible refers to the inner you; where you think, 
feel with emo�on and make decisions about what you will 
do. It defines who you are because as a man “thinks in his 
heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
We like to think that we are good-hearted people, but the 
Bible disagrees. It tells us that, “The heart is decei�ul above 
all things, And desperately wicked.” We all need to cry out 
with David, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.” God does this renewing crea�ve 
work in us as we turn from sin and look in faith to Jesus 
(Ezekiel 36:26). Now we can love God and make good 
decisions.
But be careful. Our Proverb urges us to keep our hearts “with 
all diligence.” Guard them with care and let them direct your 

life as God intends. We need to know how to do this.
The Psalmist leads us in the way when he says that he hides 
God's word in his heart “That I might not sin against You” 
(Psalm 119:11). Then think in harmony with God's word like 
the righteous man in Psalm 1 whose “delight is in the law of 
the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.” Set 
your affec�ons on God's ways and act accordingly. That will 
keep your heart focused on God and you can say with the 
Psalmist, “I delight to do Your will, O my God” (Psalm 40:8).
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Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.  
(Proverbs 4:23)
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July 6, 2022. Get devo�onals delivered directly to your 

phone each day via our RP App. It is also available in print, 
for purchase, at NTGDevo�onal.com.
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One of the things that I have been doing in my 
re�rement years is leading preaching workshops for 
overseas students. This arose because I have been 
regularly visi�ng a certain very large country where I 
now have many friends and connec�ons. In the 
process of teaching and mentoring them in the 
Reformed faith, it became obvious from their remarks 
that they needed help when it came to preaching the 
Word and they asked me to assist them.
Now, let me issue a word of disclaimer here. I was 
asked not because I am such a great preacher or have 
all the answers, but because in more than fi�y years of 
preaching I have learned a few lessons and gained 
some modest insights. So, keeping in mind those 
reserva�ons, I have tried to help my foreign friends.
What have I observed? What has been the major 
difficulty for these students and budding preachers? It 
has to do with a rather simple but perhaps not so 
obvious thing, which is s�cking to the text. How hard it 
is for any number of preachers or would-be preachers 
to focus, concentrate and explain the Bible in front of 
them on Sunday morning. Instead of leading the 
congrega�on in exposi�ng that part of God's Word, 
they are soon distracted and heading off in all sorts of 
different direc�ons. 
An Illustra�on
Let me give you a concrete illustra�on. Some years ago 
I was in that large country men�oned above and my 
companion and I went to church on Sunday (It was in 
those days when a foreigner could s�ll go to church 
there). Since my knowledge of the language used 
there is rather limited, I relied on his transla�on. That 
means that I had to sit there and listen respec�vely 
while not really understanding much. S�ll, I sat there 
in the hope and expecta�on that my partner would 
soon convey to me the message that was preached. So 
on this par�cular occasion I sat there and waited, and 
waited, and waited. The preacher went on and on for 
almost two hours. Not knowing exactly what he was 
saying I noted his facial expressions, his gestures and 
posture. On the whole, it was a rather impressive 
outward display.  If I was evalua�ng his presenta�on 
and style, I would have given him an “A” for delivery. 
When the service was finally over, I commented to my 

companion that the man was a rather lively preacher and 
then asked about the sermon. My companion replied in one 
word, “Nonsense!” Apparently, the man had preached for 
two hours and had not once turned his a�en�on to the text. 
Of course, he read it at the beginning of the service but then 
he promptly forgot about it and spent hours giving the 
congrega�on a boatload full of his own homespun wisdom 
and insights. My friend said, “What a waste of �me! Stones 
for bread!”
Now this is only one illustra�on, but it could easily be 
mul�plied a hundred or thousandfold. In so many places, 
preachers are using the text as a pretext to say whatever they 
want. This world is infested with preachers who do not really 
preach the Word. They may read it and refer to a Bible text, 
but solid exposi�on is sadly lacking. In the end their preaching 
is not really about God and what he reveals to his people in his 
Word, but about themselves and how they can talk for an 
hour or more and impress people with their oratory.
As a result of this disturbing trend the first thing that I try to 
drum into my students is the fundamental need to open, 
explain, and apply the Bible text before them. It is about the 
text, the text and once more, the text! In other words, it is not 
about you, the preacher. It's not about your wife or your 
family or your experiences. It's about God! The people before 
you need to be fed spiritually by the living Word of God and 
you should not pretend as if your life or experiences are able 
to nourish them. Only God's Word, filled with God's Spirit, can 
do that.
How then?
But, of course, that raises the ques�on, “How? How does a 
preacher s�ck to the Word?” This involves a process and that 
process calls for six things: reading the actual text frequently, 
carefully, contextually, believingly, pastorally and prayerfully. 
Read it Frequently
The first thing then is always the text and nothing but the text. 
Read it frequently! I always urge my students to read it over, 
over, and over again. Read it slowly, read it fast. Read it and 
ask ques�ons. Read it and reflect. The natural tendency is to 
read a passage several �mes and then proceed to breaking it 
down. A�er that one heads off to consult countless 
commentaries, many of which say the same thing. But not so 
fast! First, spend a lot of �me with and in the text. Do not be in 
such a big hurry to move on. 
Over the years I am at �mes le� to wonder whether a 
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of a par�cular book and we can even iden�fy the situa�on 
that led to what he wrote. At other �mes this is difficult, if not 
impossible. S�ll, as much as we can, we need to iden�fy the 
se�ng of a text or passage. Only in that way will you do it 
jus�ce and will you, in due �me, be able to make a proper 
applica�on for your audience.
Read it Believingly
All of that brings us to another thing. How does one approach 
the Bible? Some people regard as li�le more than a famous 
literary work. It's like Shakespeare, only more religious. 
Others regard it as a textbook that contains informa�on that 
people need to know and master. And then there are those 
who treat it as a strawman, meaning that they think it their 
duty to a�ack it and expose what they deem, with their puny 
minds, to be its faults and shortcomings.
Yet none of that will do, and all of it will lead to nothing more 
than dead and lifeless preaching. Indeed, there is only one 
correct way to approach and treat the Bible, and that is as the 
living, infallible, error-free Word of God. In short, this is a book 
unlike any other. The Belgic Confession, Ar�cles 2 – 7, is 
founda�onal here. At bo�om this is not an anthology of 
human wri�ngs, but a unique revela�on of the Triune God. It 
comes to us from the Father through the Spirit and brings us 
to the Son.
Hence where does the preacher begin and end? With a holy 
reverence for the Bible as the Word of God. With the 
realiza�on that the Bible represents, as it were, God's living 
le�ers to his people. This is the awareness that must 
undergird his study of it. It is this convic�on that must fill him. 
He can only “thus says the Lord” if he is certain that the Lord 
speaks to us even today through his Word.
Read it Pastorally
S�ll, for a sermon to really land the preacher needs to keep 
another thing in mind. It has to do with what my old teacher, 
the Rev. Gilbert VanDooren, taught me. He was fond of saying 
that a minister has to have three ears. One for the text, one for 
the world and one for the congrega�on. In other words, the 
preacher needs to take into account what the text is saying, 
what the world is thinking and what the congrega�on is 
feeling.
So preaching does not happen in a vacuum. It has to be 
directed to the congrega�on as the people of God and to 
what they are experiencing as they live their lives in this 
world. Preacher, do not forget their struggles, their burdens, 
their diseases, and their tempta�ons. Make sure that your 
sermon lands in their lives and hearts.

par�cular preacher that I am listening to has really done this 
and familiarized himself with the text and iden�fied its central 
message. He emphasizes this but overlooks that. He goes on 
and on about this aspect but totally ignores another. Or he is 
preaching but the results are muddled and the hearers are le� 
to wonder, “Where is he going? What is he saying? Just how 
much �me did he spend with the text?” If the text is not clear 
to the preacher, it will not be clear to the hearers either. At 
bo�om it usually means that he has neglected to read the text 
o�en and failed to come to grips with what it is really saying.
Read it Carefully
In addi�on to frequent reading, there is careful reading. What 
I mean by that is examining the words, sentences, and 
expressions found in the text. It has to do with determining 
whether one is dealing with a narra�ve, poe�c, prophe�c or 
apocalyp�c passage. It has to do with flow and structure, 
tense and syntax. At �mes I will also encourage my students to 
breakdown the text into a schema�c diagram. 
Since most of my foreign students are not familiar with the 
original biblical languages of Hebrew (OT) and Greek (NT), 
much less Aramaic (parts of Daniel), they are at a 
disadvantage here. Fortunately, we are in the computer age 
and that can help them a lot. In that regard I envy modern 
students. During my student days in the late 1960's and 70's, 
we had to do things the hard and o�en �me-consuming way 
of consul�ng numerous dic�onaries and grammars. Many a 
late night was spent with Brown, Driver and Briggs (Hebrew 
Dic�onary), as well as with Arndt and Gingrich (Greek 
Dic�onary), not to men�on Gesenius (Hebrew grammar) and 
Burton (Greek grammar). Whereas today a student finds the 
right computerized Bible program, runs his cursor over the 
word, and up pops the per�nent linguis�c informa�on 
rela�ng to mood, tense and all the rest. So armed with a 
computer and a good Bible so�ware program like Logos or 
Accordance, a student can go a long way. It may not make him 
a linguis�c expert, but it will give him the tools needed to do 
some diligent and profitable digging in the text.
Read it Contextually
Another thing that should be men�oned has to do with 
reading in context. Every text in the Bible exists in a certain 
context, and the preacher needs to be aware of that. The first 
order of business when it comes to context is to determine 
who wrote this, when did he write this, where did he write 
this and why did he write this. Of course, it will not always be 
possible to answer all those ques�ons. Take the Psalms as an 
example. At �mes we are told the name of the human author 
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Read it Prayerfully
We come finally to the last thing, and in some ways the best 
thing and the most necessary thing. One must call on the 
name of the Lord and ask him to open up its holy treasures to 
you. Prayer is a vital part of preaching prepara�on. Indeed, it 
is all prayer. Pray as you read. Pray as you exegete. Pray as you 
prepare. Pray as you type. This whole process of sermon 
prepara�on needs to be coated in prayer! Without it, there is 
no light, no insight, no understanding, no convic�on. So, I urge 
my students, “Pray your way through the en�re sermonizing 
process. Pray and you will be given light. Pray and you will be 
blessed! Pray and your people will be blessed!”
Alas, being sinful people, we o�en neglect to do that. At �mes 
we approach the Bible and sermon prepara�on in much the 
same way as we would approach any other job that needs 
doing. We allow it to become rou�ne. We work our way 
through an established set of procedures. It becomes all head 
work, and we neglect the heart. Yes, and then when the 
sermon falls flat we are le� to wonder and ask, “What 
happened? How come it was such a dud? Here I thought that I 
had an exege�cal masterpiece on my hands and it went 
nowhere – no comments, no feedback, nothing?” Well, any 
number of factors may be at play here, but most o�en it 
comes down to a lack of prayer and pe��on. We assume that 
we can do this in our own strength and based on our own 
insights and exper�se.

At other �mes the reverse may happen. You are working on a 
difficult text and it requires a lot of effort. It's like a nut that is 
hard to crack. You pray about it, work on it, wrestle with it, and 
the results s�ll do not impress you. You have a sense that you 
failed to get a handle on the text. But Sunday is coming and 
there is no �me to start over. Hence with a heavy heart you go 
on the pulpit and as you do so you pray, “Lord, I have done my 
best but I feel in my heart of hearts that I have failed.” You 
proceed to deliver it with hesita�on. But then something 
happens. You come off the pulpit and countless people come 
to you to thank you for speaking so well to their hearts 
through this par�cular passage. So, what happened? The Holy 
Spirit happened! He heard your prayer and he turned a dud 
into a diamond. It happens! Yes, it s�ll happens, BUT not 
without prayer.
In closing, this is a plea to preachers and congrega�ons alike. 
Make sure that it is the Word of the living God that feeds your 
souls.

Source Acknowledgement: Republished with 
permission from Clarion, October 2021.

The Lord willing
the next

General Mee�ng
of

the Interna�onal Conference of Reformed Churches
hosted by

the Reformed Churches in Namibia and South Africa
will take place in

Windhoek, Namibia
on

October 12 - 18, 2022
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A�er having held over certain ma�ers from last year's Synod 
mee�ng, in the an�cipa�on that we would be able to deal 
with certain appeals and other business face-to-face, we 
were again placed in the situa�on of having to deal with it 
online. This is far from ideal, but with the omicron variant of 
the coronavirus beginning to sweep through the country, 
prac�cally there was no real alterna�ve.
The Rev. David Waldron helped to demonstrate how difficult 
what we were doing was as he invited us to stand with him 
and sing at the conclusion of his opening devo�on for Synod. 
It wasn't quite the same. And it wasn't something taken up in 
the subsequent devo�ons! The other aspect noted was that 
normally while discussing serious issues we are able to get 
together over a tea or lunch break and listen and interact 
together. While I know there were many phone calls between 
delegates in the breaks and in the evenings, where we had no 
sessions, it wasn't the same. When the Bible speaks about 
being together it really is about being physically together.
Yet we cannot say that the Lord wasn't with us in this very 
provisional manner of business. Every day we began seeking 
his face and reading his Word and every day we ended the 
same way with the morning and a�ernoon sessions ending 
and beginning the same. There were many �mes when a 
certain delegate would be asked to pray for a fellow member 
or church or commi�ee or denomina�on.
We were led in this Synod by the moderamen of the Rev 
Reinier Noppers as Chairman, Elder Andy van Ameyde as 
vice-chairman, Elder John van Dyk as first clerk, and the Rev 
Albert Couperus as second clerk. The change in chairman and 
vice-chairman from last September was as a result of the Rev 
Peter Kloosterman suffering a heart a�ack (for which we are 
thankful he is recovering from and was s�ll able to be part of 
our Synod).
Looking Inward
Dealing with appeals from individuals or congrega�ons is 
always a par�cularly taxing part of a synod. The Synod acts in 
these ma�ers as court and so any vested interest had to be 
noted. Thus the two presbyteries apart from the Auckland 
Presbytery were those deciding on the appeals. This was also 
why the two appeals took up much of the �me of Synod.
The first appeal came from the Reformed Church of Avondale 
as it appealed to synod against a decision of Auckland 

Presbytery. The presbytery had previously upheld an appeal 
of a church member against the suspension of their 
membership. 
Because this ma�er involved the second appeal it was 
decided that that appeal be dealt with first. The second 
appeal came from the Rev. John Rogers (emeritus) as he 
appealed to synod following his successful appeal to 
Auckland Presbytery against the Reformed Church of 
Avondale. His appeal to the Auckland Presbytery was that 
while the Avondale church had withdrawn the sanc�ons 
imposed upon him in his former capacity as a church visitor it 
had not withdrawn the charges that gave rise to the 
sanc�ons. His appeal to Synod was sustained while 
Avondale's appeal was dismissed. The Avondale brothers 
said that they now understand that what they did in wri�ng 
to the Church Visitors was inappropriate and contrary to 
Ar�cle 95 of the Church Order.
This is only the ma�er in brief. There is a lot more behind 
these things, and par�cularly as it relates to the brokenness 
which has come about between brethren. Please pray for 
healing for them and for us all.
Looking Outward
As a Synod we also dealt with our ecumenical rela�onships. 
Sadly with several of our sister denomina�ons there has been 
a serious departure either from God's Word or in the unity of 
God's people. In regards to the former – departure from 
God's Word – we had to make the decision to terminate our 
sister church rela�onship with the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands (GKNv) because of their prac�ce, adopted in 
2017, of ordaining women to all the offices in the church. Also 
in rela�on to the former, the rela�onship with the Reformed 
Churches in South Africa, although s�ll close, could be subject 
to downgrading at the next synod from a sister church to one 
in ecumenical fellowship due to their ordina�on of women as 
deacons. 
In regards to the la�er – the unity of God's people – the Elder 
Graeme Mitchell (Presbyterian Reformed Churches of 
Australia) spoke to us of a serious challenge to the unity of 
the denomina�on and how that has affected ongoing 
denomina�onal work, such as the mission support for the 
churches in Vanuatu. He told us of four ministers demi�ng 
their charges within their federa�on, one congrega�on 

Author: Rev. Sjirk Baijema
Sjirk Baijema serves as a minister with the 

Reformed Churches in New Zealand.Report of the 31st Synod
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The OMB accounts for 2018, 2019 and 2020 were approved.  
The budget and quota for 2021 – 2024 was approved, 
allowing for a 10% increase each year. The current board 
remains the same with the hope that an extra member from 
the Auckland Presbytery skilled in promo�on be appointed. 
There was also discussion about a further missionary in the 
future, though no further ac�on will be taken on this 
presently. 
The Na�onal Diaconate Commi�ee report described word-
and-deed ministries carried out with sister churches in India, 
Lithuania and Vanuatu, the Compassionate Catalogue's help 
in these, and also disaster relief in various parts of our world.  
The Rev. Dirk van Garderen spoke on behalf of the 
commi�ee. We have been very encouraged by the work they 
have done. The presbyteries were encouraged to arrange 
annual deacons' conference for informa�on sharing and 
valuable training. There was also the decision to support one 
inter-synodical na�onal deacons' conference and 
encouragement to local sessions to a�end these 
conferences. We also commi�ed to encouraging our deacons 
in their ministry of mercy locally and globally.

dissolving, and another being reduced to a preaching post.  
The Rev. Logan Hagoort, minister of the Covenant Grace 
Presbyterian Church in Manurewa, spoke to us in his capacity 
as their delegate to our Synod. He men�oned his own 
upbringing in the RCNZ and his thankfulness for this. Then he 
spoke of the new church plant in Tauranga, and poten�al 
plants in Nelson and Taupo.  He spoke of the COVID-19 
challenge but even more of the 'death culture' so prevalent in 
our society, which means we must work together to witness 
to the gospel. He concluded with the words of the apostle 
Paul in 2nd Timothy 3:12-16 about having everything we 
need in the word of God.  He then commended us all to the 
Lord in prayer.
We were encouraged in the Overseas Mission Board's report 
on the work in Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu and radio 
ministry in Southeast Asia. There is a genuine heart for 
overseas mission, not only indicated by our synodical budget 
but also by others supported privately and congrega�onally 
in Asia and Africa and eastern Europe. There were proposed 
changes to the Missions Policy Handbook. For example, good 
guidelines have been developed for missionary support 
groups in the sending congrega�on of the missionary.

Ecumenics

Synod 2022 RCNZ
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Looking Forward
The Vicariate Examina�ons Study Commi�ee proposed a 
number of changes to the way in which the two presbytery 
examina�ons for intending ministers are conducted. The one 
that was acknowledged to be quite radical is where the 
candidate is no longer eligible to receive and accept calls a�er 
sustaining the first examina�on. Now a pass in both exams is 
required before a local congrega�on can call a candidate. 
An overture from the South Island Presbytery to help fund a 
chair in systema�c theology at the Reformed Theological 
College was accepted with $50,000 being commi�ed. 
Another overture, from Bishopdale, to require students for the 
ministry to study on-campus for at least two years of their 
degree was also passed. 
The Depu�es for Students to the Ministry noted that since 
2019 there had been four depu�es for Students for the 
Ministry, but before that there had been three, thus their 
recommenda�on to appoint three depu�es. Annual visits to 
students would be where this is geographically possible, 
otherwise by the use of Skype or similar means.
Summer internships were encouraged for our students for the 
ministry. It helps puts their learning into prac�ce and enthuses 
them for further study. (As an aside, I have found it an added 
blessing being a minister supervising these students). To 
support this funding was approved, up to $10,000 per summer 
internship.
The Depu�es also proposed changing the language of “vicar” 
and “vicariate” with “intern” and “internship”. This mo�on was 
not sustained. While this was a surprise to some it does clearly 
delineate the difference between any short-term internship 
and the final part of prepara�on for the ministry.
The principal of the Reformed Theological College, the Rev. Dr. 
Phillip Scheepers, spoke of where things are at with the 
College. Presently there are 72 students, 49 part-�me, and 23 
full-�me. Over the past five years student numbers have 
doubled, which is bucking the trend of theological colleges in 
the ACT framework. Of their students 8 are from the RCNZ.
Looking Upward
Ge�ng to this par�cular part of our synod in the form that we 
did conduct it, was quite an involved process. It meant a number 
of votes about the way to deal with the business, two 
postponements, and six days of mee�ngs spread over six 
months. What was meant to have taken place way back in 
September 2020 took an added year and a half. 
There has been a bit of debate about conduc�ng our business in 
this way, and we are thankful the Lord provided for us in this 

�me with this way, also as the involvement online is every bit as 
intense and draining as being there in person. But the Lord is a 
great and gracious God.
We were thankful for the way the moderamen conducted the 
business of our synod. They were commended for the work they 
did.
The Rev. Noppers concluded the mee�ng by reading Philippians 
2:5-11 and encouraging us in the mind of Christ. This is a passage 
for every day, not only Synod. We prayed for God's leading and 
guiding and he has answered that. We can only move forward 
with the a�tude of Christ. What led Jesus to come to earth to 
suffer and die? He who was in very nature God, equal with him, 
who is the very being of God, the ruler over all. This is the 
amazing nature of grace. This is not about me – it's about others. 
He did it freely, no arm-twis�ng, no carrot dangling in front of 
him. It was his free decision to put aside what he was and had to 
truly sacrifice. In that humbling of ourselves we bring Christ's 
reconcilia�on into the lives of others. It was a difficult, unusual, 
and challenging Synod, also with everything else going on 
around us. The Hukanui Session with its tech team, primarily 
Willem van Noordt, have been a real blessing. Rev Noppers then 
declared Synod concluded and led in prayer.

Source Acknowledgement: Republished with 
permission from Faith In Focus, June 2022.

The RCNZ building in Oamaru
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Canadian Reformed ChurchesGeneral Synod 2022 
of the CanRC
On May 10, 2022, the twenty-third General Synod of the 
Canadian Reformed Churches was convened by the 
Emmanuel Canadian Reformed Church in Guelph. It was a 
Synod that began by listening to God's voice as revealed in his 
Word, and it was concluded by hearing God's voice in crea�on.
God's voice as revealed in his Word
As is customary, on the evening preceding the convening of 
Synod, a Prayer Service was held. This was led by Rev. Douwe 
Agema, who was chairman of the previous Synod, held in 
Edmonton in 2019. He preached on Psalm 119:57-64 under 
the theme, “The Spirit teaches us to handle rightly the Word 
of Truth.” He impressed on the delegates that they had been 
tasked by the churches to serve the churches in total 
submission to the Word of God. He added that it was the 
prayer that the Spirit would give the strength and wisdom to 
handle the Word rightly so that all glory would go to our Lord 
and King, Jesus Christ.
On May 10, Rev. Peter Feenstra, emeritus minister of the 
Emmanuel Church, guided the process to come to the 
cons�tu�on of Synod. The delegates elected Rev. John 
Ludwig as chairman, Rev. Eric Kampen as vice-chairman, Rev. 
Karlo Janssen as clerk, and Rev. Carl VanDam as second clerk. 
The agenda items were divided over five commi�ees. As 
each Synod is free to decide on the format of the Acts, it was 
decided to work with a different format than used by 
previous Synods, in the hope that the Acts would be more 
reader friendly.
The first week of Synod saw the delegates immersing 
themselves in the agenda items assigned to them, seeking to 
work in humble submission to God's Word. To serve the 
members of the churches, this review will touch on the 
ma�ers dealt with in a topical manner.
Interchurch Rela�onships
A major item on the agenda of every Synod is interchurch 
rela�onships. For many years, the rela�onships were dealt 
with by two commi�ees, one maintaining contact with 
various churches in North America and another maintaining 
contact with churches throughout the world. Synod decided 
to make this one commi�ee, as there is overlap in mee�ng 
with churches in ecclesias�cal fellowship at various 
interna�onal gatherings. A proposal about developing 
various categories for exercising ecumenical rela�ons, 

rather than our current way of only having one category was 
referred back to the commi�ee for refinement, with the 
instruc�on to reflect on the feedback provided by the 
churches.
Synods also are occasions where visits are made by 
representa�ves of churches with which we have 
ecclesias�cal fellowship. Guests were present in person 
from all over the globe, including South Africa, Australia, and 
Korea. These guests were given the opportunity to address 
Synod, passing on gree�ngs. Some of those who had been 
invited, but were not able to a�end, delivered gree�ngs via 
video links. Others sent le�ers of gree�ngs. These 
interac�ons with delegates from various churches 
throughout the world gave visible expression of the 
catholicity of the church. It was striking that a number of 
presenta�ons concluded with Paul's words from 1 Cor. 
15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”
In reviewing the reports of the commi�ees looking a�er 
interchurch rela�onships, and hearing the presenta�ons of 
the guests, Synod was made aware of the struggles and joys 
of these various churches throughout the world. A general 
theme was that, while COVID had been hard on the 
churches, God had graciously preserved his churches 
through this �me.
Standing Commi�ee for the Book of Praise (SCBP)
The previous Synod had mandated the SCBP to suggest 
some more hymns, as well as Psalm versions with different 
melodies, for tes�ng in the churches. The Commi�ee put in a 
herculean effort over the past three years to fulfill this 
mandate, solici�ng song sugges�ons, coming up with a 
suggested list of hymns and Psalms, receiving and 
considering feedback, and then preparing a report for this 
Synod. The whole process of tes�ng these songs was greatly 
hindered by the inability to gather for worship because of 
the COVID outbreak. When all the factors were considered, 
Synod considered it best to provisionally approve the Psalms 
and Hymns, dele�ng a few as suggested by the SCBP, for use 
in the worship services. The Commi�ee was mandated to 
serve Synod 2025 with final recommenda�ons based on 
further review of feedback received.

Ecumenics
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re�rement of Dr. A. DeVisser at the end of the Academic Year 
2022/23, at which �me he will have served the churches at 
CRTS for 19 years. On Monday evening, May 16, Dr. 
Bredenhof addressed the members of Synod and guests via 
video link. He indicated that it was most humbling to receive 
this expression of trust, and to be granted the beau�ful 
opportunity and privilege to train young men who are 
ge�ng ready for a life of ministry and mission at CRTS. He 
thankfully accepted the appointment and was eagerly 
looking forward to beginning his task. Dr. DeVisser also 
spoke to the Synod and guests, expressing gra�tude to the 
Lord for the opportunity to serve the churches for 18 years in 
his task at the seminary.

Synod also had to deal with overtures to eliminate the Hymn 
cap of one hundred hymns, set by Synod Chatham 2004. The 
overtures argued that removing this cap need not jeopardize 
the priority of the use of the Psalms in worship. Synod was 
not persuaded and decided to retain the hymn cap. 
Retaining this cap, however, will not affect the tes�ng of 
hymns during the worship service for the next three years.
Under the heading of the SCBP, men�on can be made of 
sugges�ons regarding forms for the celebra�on of the Lord's 
Supper. It was decided to remove the qualifier “For the 
second service” from the abbreviated form. That qualifier 
was put in place in a �me when churches would have a 
celebra�on of the Lord's Supper in both services on a 
Sunday. It now enables the churches to use this as an 
alternate form. There was also an overture to adopt some 
shorter forms for the celebra�on of the Lord's Supper. Synod 
decided to mandate the SCBP to present the next General 
Synod with more possible forms, perhaps using some of the 
forms of our sister churches.
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS)
A highlight of this Synod was the appointment of Dr. Reuben 
Bredenhof, Minister of the Free Reformed Church of Mt. 
Nasura, Western Australia, as Professor of Ministry and 
Mission. His appointment was necessitated by the upcoming 

Ecumenics

General Synod 2022 of the Canadian Reformed Churches

Dr. R. Bredenhof addressing Synod from Australia 
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Synod dealt with many other ma�ers related to the Seminary 
and prepara�on for the ministry. It received the general report on 
the opera�ons of the Seminary over the past number of years, as 
well as reports about funding for the pastoral training program 
and the fund for needy students. With much Thankfulness it 
could be noted that the Seminary is able to con�nue to do its 
work of teaching men for the ministry of the gospel.
Related to the work of the training for the ministry of the 
gospel, Synod dealt with an overture which recommended 
that preparatory examina�on of students, when they are 
declared eligible for call, should be conducted in the classis of 
their home church before they went to the Seminary. For many 
years, the bulk of that responsibility fell on Classis Ontario 
West, as the students were members of churches in that 
classis. Synod adopted this overture, effec�ve January 2023. 
This will greatly alleviate the workload of Classis Ontario West.
Other ma�ers
Synod dealt with many other ma�ers, such as reports from 
Commi�ees looking a�er the Federa�on Website (canrc.org), 
Bible Transla�on, Archives, and Days of Prayer. It also had to 
deal with a number of appeals. Synod appointed the Church at 
Aldergrove to convene the next General Synod in 2025.
God's voice as heard in crea�on
It may not be apparent from this brief review, but the 
delegates spent an intense ten days discussing, reflec�ng, 

considering, and deba�ng. Each day was opened and closed 
with reading God's Word and asking for his blessing. There 
was the desire to deal in a just and righteous manner with all 
the ma�ers on the agenda, so that the Christ, the king of the 
church, would be glorified and his people served.
In his concluding remarks, the chairman, Rev. John Ludwig, 
expressed his thankfulness that Synod could be conducted 
in a brotherly manner, even when there were differences of 
opinion. He also acknowledged how so many members of 
the Guelph-Emmanuel Church willingly gave of their �me 
and talents to help Synod func�on well. The delegates 
enjoyed many excellent meals and benefi�ed from the 
skilled IT and secretarial help. As a token of apprecia�on, the 
church was presented with a picture of a Guelph landmark, 
with a plaque expressing gra�tude for hos�ng Synod. The 
chairman was given a ceremonial aluminum gavel with the 
date of the Synod inscribed. Thanksgiving prayer was then 
offered to our gracious God for his blessing over the Synod, 
but just before the “Amen” could be said, we heard the voice 
of God as described in Psalm 29. The powerful voice of the 
LORD thundered, the waters poured from the heavens, and 
the power went out and remained out for more than 24 
hours! We enjoyed a final meal in dimmed ligh�ng, said our 
farewells, and the homeward journeys began.

Synod singing to God’s glory
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member Jose Fabila has been visi�ng churches, classes and 
presbyteries in the U.S. enlis�ng support. The numbers 
make a compelling case.
The Southern Bap�sts manage the world's largest 
missionary enterprise, and are extremely efficient. They 
es�mate the cost to field a single missionary at $60,000 per 
year. The problem,  of course, is that these missionaries are 
seldom na�ves of the countries where they serve, and 
most eventually return home.  For that same $60,000, by 
the fourth year the Quito seminary can graduate 10 
confessionally Reformed pastors annually – church-
plan�ng pastors who will remain on the field indefinitely.  
Since January, the City Seminary board has reached out to 
the seminary and missions teams at the URCNA, the 
RPCNA, Heritage Reformed churches, RCUS, Canadian 
Reformed, etc. to discuss making el Seminario Reformado 
de las Américas the flagship training ground for U.S.-based 
Reformed denomina�ons. Those discussions have involved 
asking the various denomina�ons to agree to provide 
oversight to students that will eventually serve as church 
planters in their own missions programs. The recep�on has 
been warm, and we are gra�fied at the godly ecumenicity 
e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h o s e  d i s c u s s i o n s .   Ev e n t u a l l y, 
denomina�ons may have a large enough “footprint” in 
La�n America to begin their own seminary efforts, but for 
now, we have a program in place willing and able to assume 
that vital role.  It is through such coopera�on that we will 
con�nue the effort to make ICRC and NAPARC more than 
just fraternal associa�ons, but also a nexus for fraternal 
ac�on.
While the MINTS program has done immeasurable good in 
offering training worldwide, what el Seminario Reformado 
de las Américas offers is a full classical Reformed 
curriculum designed for full-�me students.  In La�n 
America, that is the need of the hour.
In May, 2022, the seminary transi�oned to the enhanced 
Google Classroom pla�orm, and is diligently trying to 
establish a route to provide classes in Cuba, thus far the 
only na�on not able to access the seminary classes.
Visit the website: h�ps://seminariodelasamericas.org 
We have also been concentra�ng on transla�on of 
Reformed books that are not only for evangelism, but 

Most Reformed denomina�ons have struggled to plant 
churches in La�n America, due largely to the lack of 
Spanish-speaking Reformed pastors.  A number have 
brought La�n American students to  U.S. seminaries, but 
we all realize the answer is to train indigenous pastors to 
plant churches where they live.
Now, thanks to the pioneering work of a United Reformed 
Churches of North America (URCNA) church-planter in 
Quito, that's changing.  Pablo Landázuri graduated from 
Mid- America Reformed Seminary and has been working to 
build a congrega�on in his na�on's capital.  Part of that 
ministry was to try and prepare other men for ministry. 
What began as a labor of love soon overwhelmed the 
resources of the local church, as more and more pastoral 
students began to seek training.
Pablo enlisted the support of Reformed Church in the 
United States (RCUS) home mission pastor Valen�n 
Alpuche to help shoulder the teaching load from his church 
plant in Sha�er, California.  Seeing the need, Valen�n 
reached out to City Seminary of Sacramento for advice. City 
Seminary had a unique model, focusing on training pastors 
where they live. They ran an extremely efficient program, 
and had a “no tui�on debt” policy bu�ressed by a board 
that focused on raising scholarship funding. What began as 
advice soon became much more.
Excited by the prospects of a genuinely Reformed seminary 
in La�n America, City Seminary agreed to take over the 
administra�ve burden, leaving the faculty to concentrate 
on teaching. City Seminary also agreed to open its 
scholarship fund to La�n American students, and to 
assume the fundraising role for the new seminary. They 
also invited RCUS pastor Ruben Zartman to join the faculty 
of the new Seminario Reformado de las Américas.
Like Pablo and Valen�n, Ruben was a MARS graduate. He 
had also grown up on the mission field and spoke Spanish 
fluently. With this ini�al faculty, opera�ng with classes in 
Quito, and Zoom classes from the U.S., el Seminario 
Reformado de las Américas began opera�ons in January 
with eleven students from four countries.
To date, the seminary has received financial support from 
City Seminary, as well as from a growing list of URCNA and 
RCUS churches. City Seminary Board of Governor's 
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Reformed Church in the United States.New Reformed Seminary
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specifically for church-planters and seminarians.  That 
effort has received funding from the RCUS and has 
produced nearly a dozen �tles thus far.  S�ll, the list of 
needed transla�ons is greater than our four translators and 
proofreaders can handle. There is no shortage of work, but 
in many ways, we are plowing new ground.
Lord willing, ten years from now, we will have students 
from every La�n American country, as well as the huge 
Spanish-speaking U.S. mission field. There is literally no 
place in the U.S. today without a growing Spanish- speaking 
popula�on, and a need for church-planters.
We cannot know how the Lord will bless this new ministry, 
but we do know that we should not shy away from so great 
an opportunity.  While City Seminary and a number of 
individual churches are shouldering the financial burden 
now, the base of support will need to broaden if we are to 
expand the faculty. With new students enrolling every 
semester, it will not be long before the faculty must grow.

The “ASK”
1. We covet your prayers. This new opportunity brings 
new challenges.
2. We need student referrals. If you know Spanish-
speaking brothers exploring a call to ministry, have 
them reach out to us.
3. Yes, we need funding partners. Approach your 
church or denomina�on and ask that they consider 
adding el Seminario Reformado de las Américas to 
their annual giving. Churches and individuals can give 
through the Seminario's website here:
h�ps://secure.anedot.com/city-seminary-of-
sacramento/2d7491f7-4058-4ea5-ac07-092ef5310cfc
4.Put us in touch with solid Reformed prospec�ve 
faculty members. We'd like to talk.
Most of us will never serve on a foreign mission field, 
but we can all support missions. If you have any 
ques�ons, reach out to us at wayne@theagency.us.

https://secure.anedot.com/city-seminary-of-sacramento/2d7491f7-4058-4ea5-ac07-092ef5310cfc
https://secure.anedot.com/city-seminary-of-sacramento/2d7491f7-4058-4ea5-ac07-092ef5310cfc
https://secure.anedot.com/city-seminary-of-sacramento/2d7491f7-4058-4ea5-ac07-092ef5310cfc
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is a process that usually takes some �me—o�en it's mul�-
genera�onal—and that requires much pa�ence, self-
restraint, and wai�ng upon the Lord, and always with our 
eyes fixed upon Christ. And yet how truly deligh�ul it is to 
serve a glorious Lord who con�nues to work powerfully 
and supernaturally every day of our lives.
An Adventure in Grace
For the past thirty-one years, as general secretary of the 
Commi�ee on Foreign Missions, it has been a joy and a 
privilege—an “adventure in grace,” if you will—to see with 
my own eyes the wonders of his hand at work through the 
labors of your missionaries as they, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, press on faithfully to gather and build his church 
in faraway corners of the globe. And as his Word has been 
earnestly and lovingly proclaimed in distant lands to 
thousands who are otherwise perishing in their sins, �me 
and again we've witnessed his Spirit apply that Word to the 
hearts of his precious ones to cause them to repent of their 
sins and to flee in faith to our Savior—each case of which is 
a supernatural work!

Have you ever seen the look in 
someone's face when it first begins to 
dawn on him or her that there might 
be forgiveness for sins? We are all 
sinners, and (apart from Christ) we all 
carry the terrible burden of our sins 
around with us every day. Christ tells 
us in his Word that all people who have 
ever lived know that there is a God to 
whom they will one day have to give an 
answer, but that they suppress that 
knowledge, exchanging truth for a lie, 
to pursue their own sinful desires. But 
we all also know that (unless Christ 
comes first!) we're going to die.
And then one day someone, perhaps 
even a strange foreigner from a 
different culture, comes and opens up 
the gospel, and the Spirit gives ears to 
hear, and they comprehend for the 
first �me that there is repentance and 

In what has come to be known as the Great Commission, 
our Savior, shortly before he returned to the Father in 
heaven, commanded his apostles—and through them, his 
church—to go, make disciples, bap�ze, and teach. And to 
this very day, churches that would be faithful to observe all 
that he had commanded us, send missionaries to the 
na�ons to establish his worship (plan�ng churches in which 
his people are discipled, bap�zed, and taught) and to cast 
the net—to go—to bring the lost into that worship.
Following the pa�ern of Scripture, these young church 
plants on the mission field, by his grace, grow in their 
whole-hearted embrace of the system of doctrine that is 
taught in the Scripture and reflected in our Reformed 
confessions. And over �me, we see them also grow in their 
ability to provide for their own needs and for those of the 
poor around them; to govern themselves according to the 
biblical pa�ern, as the Lord provides sound and godly 
ministers, elders, and deacons; and, in turn, to con�nue the 
process of carrying out that Great Commission to the next 
village and then to another halfway around the world. This 

Reflec�ons On the 
Goodness of Our Lord
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forgiveness for sin in Jesus Christ—and that they safely can 
flee in faith to Christ and know that he will never turn them 
away. And warming in their faces is a wonderful peace, 
some tears of joy, and a keen an�cipa�on of deligh�ng in 
their newly found Savior.
Ministry to Image-Bearers
In his Word, Christ teaches me to view each person that he 
brings across my path as his image-bearer, no ma�er how 
different all our externali�es—language, ethnicity, 
economic or cultural situa�ons—might be. And not only as 
a fellow image-bearer, but since Christ has with his blood 
purchased for God men from every tribe and tongue and 
people and na�on, I need to consider that this one who he 
is bringing into my life just now might also be one of those 
precious ones for whom he died—and I need to love this 
one, just as my Savior has loved me.
As part of our ministry of mercy in the name of Christ, our 
missionaries have been involved in the opera�on of three 
different medical facili�es in three different na�ons over the 
past thirty years, all in a region of the world where, if one 
went to a typical government (or secular) medical facility, 
the doctors (if they were present at all) would probably be 
drunk and the necessary medicines or drugs would long ago 
all have been pilfered and sold on the black market; and 
worst of all, you would be treated like an animal.
One of the first things that would stand out to an incoming 
pa�ent arriving at any of the three medical works through 
which the Lord gave us the privilege to minister mercy was 
that, when someone entered the gate, they were treated 
with the respect and dignity that befits an image-bearer, as 
someone who had intrinsic value because they are made in 
God's image. This is part of our tes�mony and might be one 
of the reasons that pa�ents and their families will walk for 
hours, o�en bypassing other clinics, to come to us for 
treatment.
 In the ordinary course of events, maybe it will please the 
Lord to use the ministra�ons of our missionaries and the 
local medical staffs they have trained to treat the malady 
that brought the pa�ent to the clinic with success. Or maybe 
not, for maybe they waited too long to come, or the 
necessary medica�ons just weren't available to us—but we 
s�ll have �me to pray with them and carry their needs to the 
throne of grace, and to show them the compassion of Jesus.
Learning in Humility
Mee�ng brothers and sisters in Christ among those to 

whom we minister on our mission fields has been such a 
blessing. In Christ our hearts are already knit closer 
together than they will ever be with our own blood 
rela�ves who do not know Christ. The shared joy that is 
ours in the use of the ordinary means of grace together, 
especially in the context of gathering for worship, is a 
foretaste of the sweet fellowship that will be ours with 
them around the throne forever. And we have so much to 
learn from one another.
I remember years ago sharing a meal with a brother who 
had been imprisoned mul�ple �mes for Christ. He had 
memorized sizable por�ons of Scripture to be prepared for 
the next �me he would be put in prison, where no Bibles 
were allowed (note to self: am I anywhere near as ready?). 
Near the end of our �me together, the brother, who is now 
home with Jesus, looked me straight in the eye and 
poin�ng with his finger, exclaimed, “And you know, prison 
is a wonderful place to share the gospel with unbelievers!” I 
s�ll remember like it was just yesterday: that sense of a 
wave sweeping over and then mel�ng me with the feeling 
that I was not worthy to be even in the same room with this 
valiant brother, who is a real soldier for Christ.
Another brother from the same place related to me how, 
for several brothers and sisters in Christ, it seemed that, on 
their way into prison, the Lord, in his merciful providence, 
would some�mes blind the fingers of the guards as they 
searched incoming prisoners, missing the Bibles in the 
prisoners' pockets. Accounts of some of the sweetest 
fellowship among those united to Christ that I've ever 
encountered have occurred among those imprisoned 
together for the name of Christ.
It is difficult to overes�mate how truly miserable mankind's 
bondage to sin is, and how terrifying the thought of God's 

Mark Bube in India



li�ing his restraining hand upon the ac�ons of the evil one 
ought to be. As we look around the world, it seems that, 
generally speaking, the further the life of a people is 
removed from Christ and what his Word teaches, the 
crummier their daily lives are.
It's fairly easy to see the bondage to sin in the wicked and 
awful pagan prac�ces of the heathen—child sacrifice, bodily 
mu�la�on, greedy impoverishment of widows and orphans, 
and the like—not to men�on the terror of a life dominated 
by the fana�c and evil wiles of a witch doctor or shaman. But 
we also see that bondage to sin in the graceless and 
some�mes bloody prac�ces of other more organized 
religions that know not Christ—in the supers��ons of 
Roman Catholicism, in the false teachings of the so-called 
p r o s p e r i t y  g o s p e l ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
meaninglessness of our modern secular culture that denies 
there can be anything called “truth.”
Yet in every place, Christ is at work, redeeming men and 
women and boys and girls for himself. As we seek to be 
useful to our Savior in our engagement with the unbelieving 
world, we are reminded that we need to be always ready to 
give an answer for the hope that is in us, and to do so with 
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience.
I remember one of our missionaries being put under a blood 
curse by a much-feared witch doctor while preaching one 
night to an assembled crowd numbering in the hundreds. 
The following night hundreds more turned out to watch him 
drop dead. He didn't, and the light of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ shone brightly into the community that night.
Another one of our missionaries, who labored among a 
people that loved riddles, engaged some of the older men 
gathered under a tree while he was walking between 
villages. The ques�on that he put to them that day was: 
“How is it that, if you are born once, you die twice, but if you 
are born twice, you die only once?” Can you solve the riddle?
Seasons of Ministry
As many who have been involved in Chris�an ministry for 
any length of �me have probably experienced firsthand, it 
some�mes pleases the Lord— the One who opens doors 
that no one can shut, and closes doors that no one can 
open—to grant to his servants in his gracious providence, 
certain sweet spots or seasons in their labors during which 
the Spirit especially seems to be moving across the land 
and there is much fruit being gathered in. Those are the 
�mes, when at the end of the day, although we are �red 
and dirty and maybe hungry, our hearts are overflowing 

with joy and gra�tude at the goodness of our God. We 
rejoice in seeing his power made manifest in our weakness, 
and we delight in Christ.
We also know that, when the work seems to be going well, 
and it looks like we're making real inroads to his domain, 
Satan will push back. Hard. Trusted workers will betray us 
or fall into serious sin. The sin of pride is always lurking at 
our door. We have to remind ourselves over and over again 
that our work, even a frui�ul missionary enterprise that he 
is richly blessing in the moment, is ul�mately never about 
us: it's always about Jesus Christ and him alone. For it is 
Christ who leads us in that triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere.
The psalmist reminds us that our days are like grass; we 
flourish briefly like a flower in the field and then we are 
gone. The famous missionary apostle opened his heart to a 
much-troubled church plant in Corinth, whom he 
nevertheless dearly loved, declaring, “I will most gladly 
spend and be spent for your souls” (2 Cor. 12:15). Brothers 
and sisters, this is what we are doing today, and my desire all 
these years has been that it would please our Lord to grant 
our missionaries much joy in their labors unto Christ, even 
as we ourselves are being spent. For together we confess 
our sure hope that we shall indeed look upon the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living. To God be the glory! 
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Mr. Mark Bube reported on ac�vi�es of the Missions 
Commi�ee. He indicated that the work con�nues to progress 
well. For the Missions Commi�ee to func�on well, an in-
person consulta�on needs to happen prior to this year's ICRC.
The Rev. Dr. Douw Breed presented the report of the 
Theological Educa�on Commi�ee (TEC). A network of 
seminary librarians con�nues to be formed. Work on 
publishing a directory is progressing, with advice having been 
received regarding possibly security concerns. Some sort of 
consulta�on (and conference) may take place yet this year. 
The Rev. Dirk van Garderen presented the report of the 
Diaconal Commi�ee (DC). The report for the ICRC is ready. 
Recently the DC has been facilita�ng the sharing of 
informa�on regarding help for the crisis that is developing in 
Ukraine. Some discussion took place on encouraging 
assistance to the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Central 
and Eastern Europe, a church that is in the process of applying 
for ICRC membership.
Regarding ICRC 2022, the Rev. Dr. James Visscher reported 
that all speakers have been confirmed. It was decided 
unanimously to go ahead with the conference in October of 
2022 in Windhoek, Namibia. This decision would be 
communicated by the Corresponding Secretary to the 
member churches. Time will be allocated during the 
conference for mee�ngs and consulta�ons. The Execu�ve 
Commi�ee will meet closer to the conference to finalize the 
schedule. Some discussion took place on who might chair the 
conference; this ma�er will be finalized by the Execu�ve 
Commi�ee. It was further decided that the next ICRC would 
be, the Lord willing, in 2026. Some arrangements were made 
for Coordina�ng Commi�ee members to connect with 
churches in various parts of the world regarding hos�ng.
Requests from 4 churches for ICRC membership were 
reviewed. It was noted that an ICRC member church may soon 
divide along a na�onal boundary and the ques�on was asked 
what this would imply for ICRC membership. This was referred 
to the Execu�ve Commi�ee for ac�on if required.
A list of churches to be invited to the ICRC 2022 as observers 
was reviewed.
As there are no single churches currently reques�ng 
membership in the ICRC, it was decided to table the dra�ing of 
aa proposed amendment to the ICRC Cons�tu�on and 

On March 22, 2022 the ICRC Coordina�ng Commi�ee met for 
the fourth �me since ICRC 2017. Normally Coordina�ng 
Commi�ee mee�ngs are held in October or November of 
years in which there is no ICRC. This �me the mee�ng was 
postponed to be closer to the planned convening of ICRC 
2022, allowing the commi�ee to weigh whether to again 
postpone the upcoming conference.
The convener, the Rev. Bruce Hoyt, spoke some opening words 
and then invited the Rev. Dr. Douw Breed to open the mee�ng 
with devo�ons. The la�er read Acts 12:12-17, spoke some 
words of encouragement regarding praying in faith and 
wai�ng in faith, and led in opening prayer.
The Rev. Dr. James Visscher presented the annual 
Corresponding Secretary's report. He noted there had not 
been much ac�vity in 2021 because of the pandemic. He 
pointed out specifically a le�er from one member church 
regarding postponing the ICRC again and a le�er from the OPC 
regarding RCN membership in the ICRC. During discussion it 
was noted that some churches applying for ICRC membership 
had not yet submi�ed all the necessary documenta�on. 
Arrangements were made to look into this.
Mr. Kyle Lodder presented the annual Treasurer's report. In 
general things are fine. Some discussion again took place on 
how to expect smaller and less capable churches to pay their 
assessment. It was noted that for such churches, given the 
small amount and the cost of interna�onal transfers, it 
probably makes most sense to note that churches may pay 
dues at an ICRC once every four years. Some discussion took 
place on how to fund ac�vi�es of the various ICRC 
commi�ees. The Missions Commi�ee indicated it would need 
funds for an in-person mee�ng in September. The Theological 
Educa�on Commi�ee indicated it might need funds as well for 
an in-person mee�ng.
No individual has yet been found to be the Regional 
Conferences coordinator. There have been no regional ICRC 
conferences this past year. It was noted that an ICRC-like 
conference, NAPARC in North America, did take place.
The Rev. Dr. Karlo Janssen reported on the work of the 
Publica�ons Commi�ee. The website con�nues to func�on and 
Lux Mundi con�nues to be published, albeit not as frequently 
as intended. A mandate for the Publica�ons Commi�ee has 
been dra�ed and is ready for submission to the ICRC.
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Regula�ons on this ma�er. The Rev. Dr. Karlo Janssen was 
appointed to fill the vacancy of Recording Secretary in the 
Execu�ve Commi�ee. Some discussion took place on 
nominees for the various facilita�ng and opera�onal 
commi�ees of the ICRC. 

The Rev. Bruce Hoyt spoke some closing words. In his closing 
prayer the Rev. Dr. Karlo Janssen expressed gra�tude for the 
work of the ICRC in all its commi�ees and brought the needs 
of the member churches before the Lord.
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Jerry Visscher is a minister with the Canadian Reformed 
Churches and emeritus professor of New Testament at 

the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary.Newsle�er of the 
ICRC Theological 
Educa�on Commi�ee
June 24, 2022
Gree�ngs, all. Here is yet a third edi�on of the newsle�er of 
the ICRC's Theological Educa�on Commi�ee. Our goal is to 
keep seminaries that serve the church federa�ons affiliated 
with ICRC connected to each other, so that they can help and 
encourage each other in the service of our glorious King, the 
Head of the Church.
We had hoped that the newsle�er and the correspondence 
with our respec�ve seminary representa�ves would lead to a 
plethora of informa�on about what's happening at seminaries 
around the world. However, it seems that the troubles of our 
�me, from Covid to the Ukraine, are keeping us all focused on 
our local situa�ons.
There are however a few things to share. First of all, some 
news out of that area of the world that has all of us troubled 
and found much in prayer – Ukraine. Secondly, a plea for some 
co- ordina�on in the Philippines. And thirdly, a bit of news re 
ICRC Namibia.
Please consider keeping the brotherhood around the world up 
to date re the weal and woe of seminary educa�on in your 
corner of the world. You can do this by sending material to us 
(at icrctecnews@gmail.com). It's good for us to keep in touch 
with each other. GHV
Being a Reformed Seminary in Today's Ukraine
Last March, Valery Zadorozhnyy, a Ukrainian pastor and NT 
lecturer at Evangelical Reformed Seminary in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
wrote the following (as it appeared in Tabletalk and 
Facebook):

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am currently in Odessa, where all is s�ll rela�vely well. Air raid 
alarms rarely sound. A couple of minutes ago, I heard shots from 
the sea. A rocket hit a house not far from the house where my 
mother is, but thankfully it did not explode. You may know what 
is happening in other ci�es from the news. My wife and children 
have gone to Poland, so I'm not worried.
What of other Ukrainian Chris�ans? What is the state of the 
church in Ukraine currently? There are some pastors and 
churches that are under fire in Kyiv every day and need the 
prayers of God's people. There is the pastor of the Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Kyiv, Pastor Ivan Bespalov, with his family. 
Another Reformed pastor in Kyiv, Pastor Sergey Nakul, reported 
that his young son recently asked, “Dad, if Pu�n kills us, will we 
go to heaven?” “Yes, son, of course we will go to heaven.”
Due to the chaos, I think that the state of the church here can 
be described as follows: a state of prayer, full trust in the Lord, 
and readiness to fight to the end. There's a sense of pride on 
the part of the Ukrainian people, but also humility before the 
Lord, for we Chris�ans know that our people are not sinless 
and need repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yesterday, for the first �me, I heard our president clearly 
declare faith in God and the inevitability of God's retribu�on. 
He even expressed hope in Him. This is a very good sign. But 
we understand that this is s�ll only a general belief in the 
existence of God, and we pray that our president, like the 
en�re na�on, will know God in the true Messiah, Jesus Christ.
We pray because we need a miracle. The Ukrainian army and 
ordinary people are pu�ng up a heroic resistance, and we are 
filled with pride for our people as never before. We are 
grateful for the support that Western countries have provided 
in the form of weapons, sanc�ons, and care for refugees. But 
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we understand very well that we need a miracle because of 
the prevailing enemy.
Russia s�ll has a lot of resources and Pu�n s�ll has a lot of 
soldiers to throw to their deaths. And he has nuclear weapons. 
Our hope is only in God, and we need a miracle to withstand 
the threat we face and to prevent our destruc�on.

Our hope is only in God, and we need a 
miracle to withstand the threat we face 

and to prevent our destruc�on.
We pray, and we are also ready to fight. There are fewer and 
fewer  pacifists  even in  the tradi�onally  pacifist 
denomina�ons. Many brothers, young and old, volunteer for 
the army and territorial defense and fight �ll the end. Not 
because they hate Russians but because there is no other way 
to protect what we hold dear—our country, our children, and 
our freedom, including the freedom to believe in and worship 
the one true God.
For every Chris�an, the following ques�on is especially urgent 
now: How do we hate evil and also love our enemies who 
commit egregious crimes? And we are no longer 
conceptualizing this ques�on theore�cally. When hatred boils 
up in us, we understand that we will need to forgive and to 
love. And two truths are especially valuable for us now: God's 
just retribu�on and the cross of our Lord. Our hearts are 
comforted in the truth of God's retribu�on. He will repay His 
unrepentant enemies in a way that we could never have done 
ourselves. Our hearts are humble before the cross of 
Calvary—we, as well as our enemies, deserve the wrath of 
God, but God has reconciled us to Himself with the blood of 
His Son. We were under the power of the devil, just like 
everyone else, but God redeemed us with the blood of Christ.
We, as Chris�ans, now vividly witness the bloody fruits of 
Pu�n's war, and we're shocked that many, though not all, 
Russians have followed him. We Chris�ans are aware that the 
tendency to suppress the truth with untruth and to believe 
what we want to believe is a property of fallen human nature, 
and we are also not immune from this.
Therefore, we pray for the repentance of our enemies, so that 
God will free them from the power of the devil's decep�on.
We believe we'll come out as victors. We know that evil is 
defeated by the cross and the resurrec�on of our Lord. We 
know that whatever our enemies do to us, we will be 
resurrected, because God has united us with Christ. Therefore, 
we celebrate the victory of our Lord. The main ba�le took 
place, and the main enemy was defeated by the cross.
Pray for us, my dear brothers and sisters. Pray for our people 

to withstand, to survive, and to forgive a�erward. Our hope is 
only in the Lord. Isaiah once said that horses and chariots are 
flesh and not spirit (Isa. 31:3). And we haven't forgo�en that. 
Tanks and planes are just iron, but true victory comes from the 
Spirit of God. “In my distress I called to the LORD, and he 
answered me. Deliver me, O LORD, from lying lips, from a 
decei�ul tongue” (Ps. 120:1–2).
Interview
As the above was wri�en in March, I wrote to Alister Torrens, 
the President of the Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Kyiv, 
Ukraine to affirm that most of it is s�ll current. Below you can 
read my ques�ons (in italics) and his responses. His email is 
dated June 13, 2022.
Jerry: I have no idea how many Reformed seminaries there are 
in Ukraine. Are you the only one?
Alister: There are at least a couple of other smaller 
ins�tu�ons, including our friends at RITE seminary, previously 
based in Donetsk, but more recently (since the 2014 invasion 
of Russia) in Kyiv. However, I believe we are the only Reformed 
seminary in Ukraine with a faculty and administra�on 
normally resident in country, in Ukraine, and therefore with 
the ability to offer a Masters-level theological educa�on (the 
main degree we offer if the M.Div.
Jerry: If there are other Reformed seminaries, can you 
comment on how they are doing according to your 
knowledge?
Alister: There used to be an informal seminary called Ukraine 
Biblical Seminary that brought in reformed lecturers to teach, 
but did not have any resident faculty or administra�on. We 
have not heard anything about them in many years and are 
unaware of any online presence. We have friends at RITE 
seminary, who before the war were ren�ng our facility for 
classes. I know that they recently (for the first �me since Feb 
24) resumed classes via Zoom.
Jerry: I have been through your Facebook page, seen the post 
from Valery Zadorozhnyy from March 2022 (quoted above) 
and am wondering whether that is s�ll an accurate descrip�on 
of the present situa�on?
Alister: Yes, the main difference is that by God's mercy the 
North of Ukraine has now been liberated from Russia's 
invading troops, and that now we have seen the war crimes 
perpetrated in the areas they occupied.
Jerry: Are your buildings s�ll in tact?
Alister: Yes, by God's grace they are.
Jerry: Are you s�ll able to offer classes? 
Alister: we ini�ally paused classes to concentrate 1) on figh�ng 
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the informa�onal war being so cruelly waged by Russia against 
Ukraine and 2) to prac�cally help the people in our churches 
fleeing to safety as we as pass on financial help from our 
friends around the world to those most in need. However we 
resumed classes online at the end of April. Our classes are 
offered in intensive two-week modules held 5 �mes a year. 
Because we have students from all over Ukraine as well as 
from other countries, the reali�es of war make travel a risky 
prospect thus far.
Jerry: Do you care to comment on the present condi�on of the 
reformed churches in Ukraine?
Alister:  There  are  two confessionally-  reformed 
denomina�ons in Ukraine the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Evangelical Reformed Church. 
ERSU is the denomina�onal seminary for both. While each 
denomina�on is not huge, they are faithful and keen to grow 
and reach out to the lost. Our seminary also welcomes 
(Ukrainian or Russian-speaking) evangelicals of any 
denomina�on, who desire to learn Reformed theology with a 
view to serve the church in some capacity.
Jerry: Which Reformed seminaries presently support and 
endorse your work…?
Alister: Bal�c Reformed Theological Seminary (Riga); 
Reformed Theological Seminary Heidelberg; Theological 
University Kampen. Also aware of, and suppor�ve of our 
seminary: Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Westminster Theological Seminary, Westminster Seminary, 
California
Jerry: Is there anything else you would really love to share with 
us?

Alister: Please con�nue to pray for God's mercy on Ukraine 
and her churches, for the defeat and removal of the invading 
Russian army (with the death and outrageous atroci�es it has 
brought upon Ukraine), and for the quick downfall of the evil 
regime which ordered the same invasion. Pray for the global 
moral and poli�cal will to oppose Russia's fascist war and 
genocide in Ukraine as decisively as the world eventually 
united against Nazi Germany in the early 40s. We firmly 
believe this to be a Satanic war being waged by Russia against 
Ukraine, since it is en�rely based on a web of outright lies - 
such as the accusa�ons that Ukrainians are Nazis or that 
Russian-language speakers in Ukraine are being suppressed, 
or even that Ukraine commi�ed genocide in Eastern Ukraine.
Jerry: Our hearts go out to our brothers and sisters in the 
Ukraine and to the cause of world peace. Let us be prayerful 
about this and all the issues of the day as we long for the Day 
of the return of our beloved Lord Jesus.

A�empt to Unite Reformed Efforts in the Philippines
Yesterday I sat down with Rev. Kim Lapiz, a recent graduate of 
the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary, and we were 
discussing the fact that many Reformed denomina�ons are 
working in the Philippines but there seems to be li�le cohesion 
among the churches. As far as we know, to this day there is no 
Reformed federa�on in the country. The thought then occurred 
to me to use this vehicle to bring about some gatherings that 
might be directed towards some fellowship and possible union. 
So, here's the ques�on: would all those who know about 
Reformed mission or church work in the Philippines, please take 
up contact with Rev. Kim Lapiz? 
His contact informa�on is below:
Jireh Reformed Church Mandumol, Macasandig, Cagayan de 
Oro City Tel.: 09058496021  |  Email: kimoy11@yahoo.com
ICRC Namibia 2022
The next ICRC mee�ng will be held in Windhoek, Namibia from 
October 14 – 20, 2022. The theme topic is Training for Ministry. 
At this ICRC mee�ng, the federa�ons will be discussing the 
ma�er of how theological educa�on is best carried out and 
shaped. Among the speakers are Dr. Mohan Chacko on 
“Seminaries: A Centre for Theological Educa�on, Ministry 
Training, or Spiritual Forma�on,” Dr. Douw Breed on “Models or 
Alternate Strategies for Ministry Training,” and Dr. Henk van den 
Belt on “The Authority of the Scriptures in Diverse Situa�ons 
and Ethical Contexts.”
Please note: As TEC, we may have given the impression by earlier 
means that there would also be a mee�ng of seminaries in 
Namibia; upon further reflec�on, please be aware that this will 
not take place. We expect that during the proceedings, the TEC 
mandates will be reviewed and, if we s�ll have a mandate to do 
so, we will a�empt to organize a gathering of seminary 
representa�ves at a later date and a different loca�on. Stay tuned.
ICRC-TEC Newsle�er

Ÿ Any interes�ng news updates?
Ÿ Interested in a visi�ng professor to teach a short course 

on-site?
Ÿ New online courses you have developed that may be of 

interest to others?
Ÿ Other ques�ons or items of interest?
Ÿ Please email them to us for our next newsle�er

How o�en the newsle�er will appear and how much material it 
contains depends en�rely on the interest you show in it and the 
amount of material you send to us. You can do this by sending 
material to us (at icrctecnews@gmail.com).

For ICRC TEC, James (Jim) Beeke, Gerhard (Jerry) H. Visscher

mailto:kimoy11@yahoo.com
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March 10th, 2022
To all the Churches in the ICRC,
We are all appalled by the brutal aggression the dictator Pu�n is displaying in Ukraine, causing the senseless deaths of 
civilians, Ukrainian and Russian and more soldiers, as well as causing millions of refugees leaving Ukraine.
As Chris�ans it is our Biblical calling to reach out to those in need, first to our fellow believers and also to others 
(Gala�ans 6:10).
We are convinced that in all member churches the distress in Ukraine and surroundings is brought before God's throne at 
this moment with earnest supplica�ons. As Diaconal Commi�ee of the Interna�onal Conference of Reformed Churches 
(ICRC) we also call on all member churches to give to this dire cause in a generous way. Let our fellow believers of 
Ukraine tangibly experience the care of Christ through their worldwide brotherhood, as well as enabling them to reach 
out in mercy to those around them.
As Diaconal Commi�ee it is not our task to collect funds. We have a networking task, especially amongst the ICRC 
churches and their organisa�ons. We can confidently recommend using the following channels (listed in alphabe�cal 
order):
Canadian Reformed World Relief Fund Website: www.crwrf.ca
Address: PO Box 85225, Burlington, ON, L7R 4K4
CGK Diaconaat (Netherlands).
Email: diaconaat@cgk.nl. Website: www.cgk.nl. Tel: +31 318 582367.
Come Over and Help (Canada & USA).
Email: greg@coah.org. Tel: +1-888-844-COAH (2624).
Orthodox Presbyterian Church Diaconal Ministries (USA).
Email: OPCDisasterResponse@opc.org.
Website: h�ps://opcdisasterresponse.org/opportunity/ukraine-crisis-fund/. Tel: +1 (215) 935-1007.
Verre Naasten (Netherlands).
Email: info@verrenaasten.nl. Website: www.verrenaasten.nl. Tel: + 31 38 427 0410.
Word and Deed (Canada & USA).
Email: office@wordanddeed.org & usoffice@wordanddeed.org. Website: www.wordanddeed.org.
Tel: + 1 877-375-9673 (Canada) & +1 519-633-2333 & +1 866-391-5728 (USA).
World Witness (USA).
Website: h�ps://www.worldwitness.org.
Address: 918 South Pleasantburg Dr. Ste 218, Greenville, SC 29607.
We fear that the situa�on in Ukraine as well as the ensuing refugee crisis will take a long �me. Support will be needed 
not only in the coming weeks, but probably in the years to come. As churches we therefore will have to plan and prepare 
for that. A one-�me dona�on on the short term will perhaps be less helpful than support in the longer run. The above-
men�oned organisa�ons can give the churches proper advice about when and where help will be needed, and of what 
nature the help should be.
Our prayers are with our fellow believers as well as all others who have become and perhaps will s�ll become vic�ms of 
this senseless war.
On behalf of the Diaconal Commi�ee of the ICRC
Rev. Dr PG Boon (Email: fampgboon@gmail.com)
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Diaconal Commi�eeUkraine Crisis

http://www.crwrf.ca/
mailto:diaconaat@cgk.nl
mailto:diaconaat@cgk.nl
http://www.cgk.nl/
http://www.cgk.nl/
mailto:greg@coah.org
mailto:greg@coah.org
mailto:OPCDisasterResponse@opc.org
https://opcdisasterresponse.org/opportunity/ukraine-crisis-fund/
https://opcdisasterresponse.org/opportunity/ukraine-crisis-fund/
mailto:info@verrenaasten.nl
mailto:info@verrenaasten.nl
http://www.verrenaasten.nl/
http://www.verrenaasten.nl/
mailto:office@wordanddeed.org
mailto:office@wordanddeed.org
mailto:usoffice@wordanddeed.org
mailto:usoffice@wordanddeed.org
http://www.wordanddeed.org/
http://www.wordanddeed.org/
https://www.worldwitness.org/
mailto:fampgboon@gmail.com
mailto:fampgboon@gmail.com


23

News
Author: Rev. Imre Szoke

Imre Szoke is a minister with the Reformed 
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Editor: The city of Miskolc, Hungary, is located close to the 
Ukrainian border. It is also the city where the Seminary of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Central and Eastern 
Europe is located. The RPCCEE is looking to become a 
member of the ICRC later this year. It has also been one of the 
channels through which aid from organiza�ons connected 
with ICRC member churches has flowed. Since the invasion 
of Ukraine, Rev. Imre Szőke has been sending out update 
le�ers. Below are the first, second, third, seventh, and 
eighth le�ers sent out.
For informa�on on the RPCCEE, see www.reformatus.net/en/

Le�er 1
Dear Brothers,
Gree�ngs in the name of our Lord!
This is a brief le�er, please pardon my direct approach, but 
the urgency of the situa�on demands it. 
As you all know, the war in Ukraine erupted yesterday and 
the situa�on escalated quickly. Our churches there are 
affected by this. The primary danger at this moment is not 
the bombing or any direct military ac�ons (though this 
cannot be excluded at all), but the mandatory enrollment of 
the men. No man from age 18 to 60 can legally leave the 

country anymore. The other vulnerability is the 
chao�c situa�on where electricity, internet, fuel 
and the food supplies are not guaranteed.  
As a result, some of our members decided to leave 
the country and fled to Hungary. We are also 
approached by other refugees who are asking for 
a place to stay. Our local church in Miskolc is able 
to house up to 40-45 people and we already have 
12 people here with others on the way. 
One of our pastors came to Hungary because his 
church/parish was located nearby a military 
facility which is a poten�al target. The other 
pastor decided to stay in Ukraine, but I had to pick 
up his children at the border last night. So, some 
are staying, others are leaving.
What we covet first are your prayers. Pray for 
safety, pray that the war might end as soon as 
possible and pray for the tes�mony of our 
Chris�an brothers whether they are staying or 
leaving. Pray for the divided families. Secondly, if 
you are led by the Lord to help financially or in any 
other way, please contact me directly. Also let me 
know if you have any further ques�ons. 
We do not know how long will this last un�l the 
situa�on is stabilized, but these people have a 
variety of needs which we are trying to fulfill. They 
need food, clothes, medicine, some travel/fuel 
expenses and other subsidies. We also opened for 
them a new building, which will increase our 
u�lity costs in the coming weeks. Our local church 
people are giving generously, but any other help is 
welcome.       

Helping Ukrainians

Miskolc is located in eastern Hungary
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May the Lord be with you as you intercede for us at the 
throne of grace!
Rev. Imre Szoke

Le�er 2
March 4, 2022
Dear Brothers in the Lord,
This is my second communica�on on this terrible conflict. A 
week has passed since my ini�al le�er was sent out and – 
humanly speaking – seeing the big picture, things don't look 
too encouraging. So here is a brief update of what happened 
and what can we expect (although I don't claim to be a 
prophet). 
First, we are thankful for your prayers and for the help we 
received from you through various channels. The Lord 
provided enough to cover the immediate needs (food, 
shelter medicine, cleaning supplies, fuel, etc.) of the 
refugees who came or were directed to us. In my es�ma�on 
we have now the means to handle the situa�on for three 
weeks, even with full housing capacity. Un�l now we have 
had 28 refugees here in Miskolc and 30 in our Budapest 
congrega�on. Some of them are s�ll here, others le�. 
Yesterday we were also able to carry across the border some 
funds for those who remained or are stuck in Ukraine. This 
included help for brothers from our sister-denomina�on 
there. The other good news is that un�l now, no man was 
taken into the army by force.    
Secondly, the military ac�ons have intensified by now and 
are covering a much larger area. The number of vic�ms have 
been increasing – sadly many are civilians; this is first hand 
informa�on (not fake news) from those who are staying with 
us. Ini�ally I thought that this would be a 'blitzkrieg', a quick 

war, but this seems less and less probable. The more the war 
is prolonged; the situa�on is ge�ng worse and worse. More 
people will leave their homes and some will never return to 
their mother-land. Others will probably try to stay even 
risking their lives and facing hardship. But both groups will 
need help: those who want to se�le in Hungary and those 
who have to rebuild the ruins at home in Ukraine.    
Therefore, thirdly, my request to you would be to persevere 
in prayer both for the refugees and for us (we have never 
been in a situa�on like this before). Please pray for those in 
the war zone: for peace or at least a cease-fire. Pray for those 
who are under tremendous spiritual pressure facing the 
decision to leave or to stay. Pray for strength; we are just at 
the end of our first week, but due to lack of sleep, fa�gue is 
palpable. And if the Lord moves you as you pray – please be 
ready to give. My sugges�on is to set apart your gi�s and do 
not send them over at this �me. We will wait two or three 
other weeks to see how the situa�on evolves and what kind 
of support will mostly be needed. Then we will no�fy you. 
We will also name a few Chris�an aid organiza�ons which are 
partnering with us in this. 
Again, let me know if you have any ques�ons or even if we 
can help you. Some of you may have friends, brothers who 
have to flee Ukraine. If so – and they choose the Hungarian 
route – we will try to help them and offer shelter. 
As a personal remark, seeing these refugees reminded me 
again – among other things – that we are pilgrims on this 
earth. Many people lost their homes. But our Lord went 
ahead to prepare a home for us. (John 14:1-3) So we should 
not fear. We are heading to a home which is secured, which 
will not be bombarded, confiscated or robbed. The price of 
this housing is already covered in full. And our reserva�on 
there is not for a week, or a month, but for an en�re eternity. 
What a wonderful Lord and Savior we have!      
I hope to write you another update next week – Deo Volente.     
In His service,
Rev. Imre Szoke

Le�er 3
March 11, 2022
Dear Brothers, Partners and Helpers,
Here is a new update on the situa�on in Ukraine. This is our 
third week and we can hardly see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. The diploma�c efforts have had li�le impact on the 
ground, bringing no relief in the ongoing humanitarian 
crisis. Peace seems to be so far away. By now more than half 
of the country is directly affected by various military ac�ons, 
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and violent air strikes can occur anywhere. 
One can easily follow the spreading of the armed conflict by 
tracking back the origins of the refugees. Last week for 
example, we had people coming from the Kiev and 
Zaporizhzhia region, this week we had refugees mostly from 
Winnitsa/Winnytsia and the Odessa area (check your maps 
for these ci�es). They were Bap�st and Presbyterian 
brothers – we are welcoming all these Chris�an refugees. 
One interes�ng fact: some of these brothers are ethnic 
Russians – not ethnic Ukrainians – yet they are s�ll leaving 
their motherland. 
As we tried to extend hospitality to these people, we had 
several difficult moments as well. In the haste we had some 
miscommunica�on; we were less pa�ent with each other; 
the �redness and the constant “stand by” mode had a toll 
on us. To make a long story short: we felt Satan's a�acks or – 
as one of my friends likes to put it – “Sauron's eye” was on 
us. This is his modus operandi: whenever there is an 
opportunity for some kind of ministry, an a�ack from our 
enemies is expected. As Paul has stated: „for a great door 
and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries.” (1Cor 16:9)
But we have experienced God's grace and work with and 

through us as well. I was delighted to see how the “help 
chain” works. Let me explain: you helped us, we helped our 
brothers from Ukraine who had to move temporarily to 
Miskolc, now they went back to the Hungarian side of the 
border to help authori�es (border guards, Red Cross) as 
translators, thus to help refugees themselves. Also by God 
providence, these two elders from Ukraine are interpre�ng 
for me too – since refugees arriving in Miskolc speak li�le or 
no English. By the way, this week we offered shelter to 23 
new refugees here in Miskolc and over 30 or so in our 
congrega�on in Budapest.    
One other touching highlight from this week: we housed 11 
orphans here with their foster parents; that is 13 persons in 
total. They were all squeezed in a minivan with 9 seats and 
barely escaped a bombardment. They stopped in Miskolc, 
then le� for Italy. The husband – who is a pastor – has 
incurable lung cancer with metastasis in bones. But he was 
very cheerful and thankful, no signs of worry, self-pity or 
depression. He was the kind of person who gladly 
acknowledged that his “life is hidden with Christ in God” 
(Col 3:3). Double and absolute safety! Do we need more?      
Finally, some prayer items. Please pray for those who are 
traveling and looking for a safe haven. Keep praying also for 
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peace or at least a longer cease-fire. Pray for the divided 
families. Allow me to add one major prayer request. Over 
80% of our church members are s�ll in Ukraine. They hope 
to resist and survive there unless the situa�on becomes 
unbearable. However, everything can change drama�cally 
in a day or two. This could lead to a sudden mass-evacua�on 
– meaning that we have to pick up our people in a short 
�me-span from the border. If panic infiltrates, things could 
become very chao�c. So please pray so that we could avoid 
a 'Presbyterian Dunkirk' situa�on at the border.
Hope to stay in touch with you. I will give you some 
direc�ons on dona�ons next week.  
In His service,
Rev. Imre Szoke

Le�er 7
April 30, 2022
Dear Brothers and praying Friends,   
This is my seventh le�er and I hope it will give you more 
insight into what we are doing:
We have behind us two quiet weeks here in Miskolc. This 
does not mean that it was quiet in Eastern Ukraine, where 
the war is s�ll raging. But the influx of refugees decreased 
radically on this end. It turned out that the government 
agency I presented in my last correspondence did not 
channel any people toward us. However, we know of 
Reformed Chris�an families from Kherson who would like to 
escape the war via Hungary and are preparing to leave, but 
they cannot depart from the city for the moment. 
Having said these, let me share with you a new facet of our 
ministry. As I men�oned in my sixth update, in a nearby 
facility over a hundred young Ukrainian mothers and 
children are housed. In the last weeks, their number have 
increased to nearly four hundred. We are helping them with 
what they need; for example recently we have provided 
them with dishes and cutlery, since they are doing their own 
cooking. Furthermore, some of them are planning to stay in 
Hungary. So, they approached us and asked for assistance in 
learning the language. We have decided to organize for 
them Hungarian classes in order to help. We have 22 
mothers and 9 children 'enrolled' as early birds into this 
program. Thus our worship hall is going to be transformed 
into a language school twice a week. 
Alongside this, we are con�nuing our aid-distribu�on 
programs in Ukraine. We are just preparing the fourth 
phase. A�er a careful selec�on we are going to help again 
over a hundred needy people with cash and/or food 

packages. 
On a personal note, a�er more than two months of war I can 
reflect a bit on these events based on my experience. Here 
are a few thoughts I would like to share with you: a) 
Watching the news was one thing, mee�ng with and 
listening to the personal stories of these refugees was 
something else. Suffering seems to be so distant, but 
suddenly becomes real and painful. And you realize how 
easy is your yoke and how ridiculous is to complain about 
our li�le daily inconveniences. b) It is always an amazing 
experience to meet with brothers who are on the same 
spiritual pla�orm with you. People whom you never knew 
before – yet are members in the family of our Father. c) As 
we have been ministering to these refugees, the news went 
out and people from the town heard about us. So we might 
even have some new people showing up at the services. 
Mercy ministries could produce results even in outreach. d) 
During these weeks many things which are taken for granted 
in our welfare socie�es became highly valued for me: my 
bed or simply having a place to lay down; hea�ng and hot 
water in the house; food and electricity; the liberty of taking 
a walk without the danger of being bombarded; the 
freedom of gathering for a worship service, etc.   
In closing, here are a few prayer points:
1) Please keep praying for the ending of this destruc�ve war. 
Last �me there was some hope for a ceasefire – but it 
vanished quickly. Now it is more probable that we will be 
witnessing a long conflict. Pray that the war might not 
propagate into other countries.  
2 Pray for those who want to leave the war zones and 
cannot, that the Lord may open an escape door for them. 
Pray also for safe travel to Hungary, Romania or Poland. 
3) Pray for this new ministry among these mothers, 
including the 'language school'. And for a good tes�mony as 
we get to know them closer. 
4) Keep praying for wisdom and for the Lord's guidance on 
what to do. Many people are s�ll fluctua�ng between the 
possibility of leaving Ukraine or returning to their 
homeland. This is a constant pressure for them. And there is 
one other struggle for those within Ukraine. Here is an 
excerpt from a le�er wri�en by our pastor in Beregovo: “… it 
is a big test of faith for men, because they are afraid of being 
stopped, verified and given call-ups, when coming to 
church. Their dilemma is: Is it irresponsible to a�end the 
worship service or any other mee�ngs when they can listen 
to these online, from home? Some people think it is 
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irresponsible, but others think that for the Lord, at least that 
much should be done.”   
I hope to write you again at the end of May – unless 
something unexpected happens. 
In His service,
Rev. Imre Szoke

Le�er 8
May 31, 2022
Dear Brothers and Partners,
Gree�ngs in the name of our Lord, who declares to be the 
„Father of the fatherless and protector of widows…” He 
„se�les the solitary in a home….” (Psalm 68:5-6) These 
claims do not lack substance. God is very much involved – 
even in these perilous �mes – in what has been going on in 
Ukraine. He is con�nuously providing for the oppressed and 
the persecuted through various means. We are just a very 
small part of His remarkable work in this respect. And it is a 
privilege to be His coworkers and emissaries. Meanwhile, 
we are also learning as we are helping, so this ministry has 
didac�c purposes as well. The Lord can use certain 
situa�ons toward the benefit of many, both helpers and 
those who are being helped.    
The focus of our ministry toward the needy changed a bit 
during the last month. We had just one refugee to whom we 
had to offer shelter in Miskolc. So it seems – at least for the 
moment – that this facet of our ministry will wither. But the 
Lord opened other doors and used us in different ways. Here 
are two main areas:
First, our ministry in Miskolc. As I men�oned in my earlier 
le�ers, there are several hundred mothers and children in a 
nearby government shelter. At their request we started 
language classes for them. This program is working out 
extremely well. Originally, we had begun two Hungarian 
language classes per week. But then they said they would 
like to have an English course as well. So we started English 
classes too twice a week. By now I have got accustomed to 
hearing 'foreign languages' coming out from our church 
sanctuary – and we did not become Charisma�c.  During 
these language classes we provide everything these ladies 
and children need: exercise books, pencils, etc., including 
refreshments. Needless to say, how thankful they are for 
everything.  
One highlight. One a�ernoon a�er the classes, we invited 
some of the Ukrainian ladies to have coffee with us. To our 
amazement, they stayed for nearly three hours to chat. This 
was a wonderful opportunity to share the gospel with them. 

As you probably know, they are mostly nominal and 
supers��ous Eastern Orthodox; un�l now we have not met 
even one evangelical Chris�an among them. 
Secondly, our ministry outside the borders of Hungary. We 
have nearly completed the fourth phase of our aid-
distribu�on effort in Ukraine. The Aid Commi�ee of our 
church approved subsidies for another 170 persons. The 
value of this aid program was $15,000. We managed to take 
these funds over the border. One interes�ng new 
development is that we included in this program several 
Ukrainian families who are refugees in Western Romania 
(Oradea). We got to know them through our church in Cluj-
Napoca. So we directed a $2,000 help to them – which was 
delivered just last week.
As I close – on behalf of our Ukraine Aid Commi�ee – I would 
like to thank you again for your ongoing support in prayer 
and finances. Here are some prayer requests:
Since I wrote my last le�er, Sub-Carpathia (the region where 
we have several small churches) has also been reached by 
two missiles. So the war came closer to them. Pray for the 
safety of the civilians. It seems that you can easily become a 
target not only if you live close to a military base, but also if 
you live nearby a railroad, main road junc�on or a 
depository.   
Our pastors from Ukraine informed me that the shortage of 
fuel is ge�ng more imminent. In fact, in some ci�es fuel is 
ra�oned. This could hinder our ability to distribute aids, visit 
people, etc. Pray that the Lord may provide at least as much 
fuel as is needed to keep things going on.  
Pray for our people who would like to see some light at the 
end of the tunnel. It is exhaus�ng to be under the 
con�nuous threat of a war, without seeing its end and 
without the possibility of doing any future planning.   
Some of the young men in several families are reaching the 
age of 18 this summer, thus they could be taken into the 
army any �me. You can imagine how this affects their 
parents. So keep them in your prayers.   
The tension between the European countries and Russia is 
more and more palpable. Especially a�er Sweden and 
Finland expressed their desire to join NATO. And a�er Russia 
had stopped transpor�ng natural gas to several Western 
countries. Only the Lord knows where this will lead.    
I hope to write you a new update during the summer. May 
the Lord be with you all.  
In His service,
Rev. Imre Szoke
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