CONSTITUTION
of the
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES
(Pending the approval of the amendments proposed to the Member Churches
by the 8th [2013] Meeting of the ICRC)

CONSTITUTION
I.

NAME

The name of the Conference shall be The International Conference of Reformed
Churches (“ICRC”).
II.

BASIS

The basis of the Conference shall be the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
as confessed in the Three Forms of Unity (the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism, the Canons of Dort) and the Westminster Standards (the Westminster
Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).
III.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Conference shall be:
1.

to express and promote the unity of faith that the Member Churches have in

Christ;
2. to encourage the fullest ecclesiastical fellowship among the Member
Churches;
3. to facilitate and promote cooperation among the Member Churches in such
areas as missions, theological education, and ministries of mercy;
4. to study the common problems and issues that confront the Member
Churches;
5.
IV.

to present a Reformed testimony to the world.

MEMBERSHIP

1. The Conference was duly constituted on October 26, 1982, by delegates from
the eight founding churches, having been previously authorized to do so by their major
assemblies. A list of past and present members of the Conference shall be maintained
among the Conference’s documents.
2.

Churches eligible for membership are those which:
a. faithfully adhere to the Reformed Faith stated in the confessional
documents listed in the Basis, and whose confessional standards agree
with the said Reformed Faith;
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b.
c.

have complied with the applicable Regulations regarding applications
for membership;
are not members of any other organization whose aims and practices are
deemed to be in conflict with the Basis.

3. Admission to membership in the Conference shall be by a two-thirds
majority vote of the delegations of the Member Churches, each Member Church having
one vote.
4. Suspension or termination of membership in the Conference shall be by a
two-thirds majority vote of the delegations of the Member Churches, each Member
Church having one vote, whenever the Conference concludes that the Member Church, in
its doctrine and/or practice (which includes the ordination of persons to the offices of
minister or ruling elder contrary to the rule prescribed in Scripture, cf., Belgic Confession,
Article 30), is no longer in agreement with the Basis; removal of suspension shall also be
by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegations of the Member Churches, each Member
Church having one vote. A proposal to suspend, terminate, or remove the suspension of
the membership of a Member Church may be initiated only by the major assembly of a
Member Church. A suspended Member Church may send Delegates to meetings of the
Conference but shall not vote.
5. When a Member Church fails to send at least one Delegate to three
consecutive meetings of the Conference, its membership shall be automatically
terminated as of close of the third such meeting, unless during that meeting the
Conference determines by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegations of the member
Churches, each Member Church having one vote, that there are good and sufficient
grounds for such failure.
V.

NATURE AND EXTENT OF AUTHORITY

It is understood that the Conference is not a synodical, classical, or presbyterial assembly,
and therefore all actions and decisions of the Conference, other than those with respect to
a church’s membership in the Conference (Constitution, IV), are advisory in character
and may in no way curtail, restrict, or intrude into the exercise of the jurisdiction or
authority given to the governing assemblies of the Member Churches by Jesus Christ, the
King and Head of the Church.
VI.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

This Constitution may be amended by two-thirds majority vote of the major assemblies
of the Member Churches eligible to vote, such amendment having been proposed to the
Member Churches by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegations of the Member
Churches present and eligible to vote, each Member Church having one vote. An
amendment, as proposed to the Member Churches, is not amendable.
A proposal to amend the Constitution may be initiated only by the major assembly of a
Member Church eligible to vote, or by a Committee of the Conference, and shall be sent
to the Corresponding Secretary not later than two years before the meeting of the
Conference.
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